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IRAQ, MISTREATMENT OF IRAQI PRISONERS 
Statement 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [3.44 pm]:  I will very briefly state a very personal position, which no 
doubt will be shared by a number of members in this Chamber, on the horrific photographs showing the 
treatment of Iraqi prisoners by members of the coalition, of which Australia is part.  I was pleased to see the 
American President show regret.  Too often Governments hide behind the Geneva Convention on warfare by 
saying that something is not a declared war.  That is not good enough.  The Geneva Convention relative to the 
Treatment of Prisoners of War is far more important than hiding behind a little subclause.  I very strongly 
supported, and still support, the coalition going into Iraq.  I make that quite clear.  I have no regret about that 
stance.  I believe the world is a better place without someone such as Saddam Hussein in the position he held.  
However, the abysmal mistreatment of prisoners is inexcusable.   

Members know part of my family history.  My father was a prisoner of war for a short while and was mistreated.  
I was brought up with his very strong feelings on the subject, which were feelings and thoughts of decency.  He 
used to say that the most important thing after a war is for the two sides to begin to get on well at a later date.  
Usually that would be done through trade.  It is heartening to see that some of the trade barriers have come 
down.  Even though I sincerely hope that our troops have not been involved in this sort of mistreatment, 
unfortunately, we will be remembered partly for that throughout the world.   
The onus is on our State Government to make the strongest representation to the federal Government for a more 
satisfactory explanation from the American Government.  We should request that the most severe penalties 
under the law be brought against those who have perpetrated these actions.  I know that would sound to a major 
power like a funny request from a small power such as Western Australia.  If the State Government, for whatever 
reason, is not having ideal communication with the federal Government at the moment, I believe that the onus is 
on the Liberal Opposition in this State to express such sentiment in the strongest terms.  I cannot stress the 
absolute importance of Australia endeavouring to keep its nose as clean as possible on this subject.  Ordinary, 
decent people must have been close to vomiting when they saw those photographs on the Internet and in the 
media.  I cannot express my feelings as strongly as I wish to under the circumstances.  However, I ask the Leader 
of the House to see what can be done.   
 


